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To THE MINNESOTA STATE BAR AssoCrxnoN
Your Committee recommends:
Recommendations
That the By-laws of the State Bar Association be amended, if
required, to provide:
1. That all District Bar Associations in the state appoint local
Safety Responsibility Committees. The chairman of each of
such Committees to be a member of this State Committee. The
duties of each of these Committees will be to acquaint owners
and drivers of motor vehicles with the provisions of M. S. A.
Chapter 170, Safety Responsibility Act.
2. That the appropriate services to be performed by such local
Committees may be as follows:
(a) As a public interest matter, obtain news items in local
press on the pertinent provisions of M. S. A. Chapter 170,
particularly the difficulty one finds himself in when fail-
ing to be provided with Safety Responsibility.
(b) To obtain from Insurance Companies that provide Safety
Responsibility coverage printed pamphlets on that sub-
ject; to contact local banks, finance companies and others
who finance sale of automobiles on installment plan. To
leave the pamphlets with them for distribution to per-
sons who finance the purchase of their automobiles from
such parties.
Report
For the purpose of carrying out the recommendations adopted at the
1948 Convention, members of your Committee attended several joint meetings
COMMITTEE REPORTS
with representatives of Minnesota Automobile Association, Minnesota League
of Municipalities, and others interested in carrying out our objective. At
these meetings the recommendations of your Committee adopted at the 1948
Convention were discussed. There was concurrence in opinion that the
Safety Responsibility Statute should be further amended to obtain broader
coverage for the protection of the public against negligence of drivers.
According to the latest records of the Minnesota Drivers' License
Bureau, based on accident reports on file, there is now approximately ninety-
one per cent Safety Responsibility coverage.
UNSATISFIED JUDGM-ENT FUND
At the 1948 Convention there was presented for adoption a proposed
bill entitled "Unsatisfied Judgment Fund." The matter was referred to this
Committee for further study and recommendation. At a meeting of this
Committee held November 26, 1948 the following sub-committee was ap-
pointed to study the proposal and make its report to the full committee:
James F. Murphy, Grand Rapids
James J. Courtney, Duluth
Art Berndt, Mankato
SERVICE OF PROCESS ON RESIDENT LEAVING STATE
At this meeting of November 26th there was presented to the Com-
mittee for study an amendment to the Safety Responsibility Act concerning
the service of processes upon a person involved in an automobile accident,
who thereafter permanently removes from the state. This matter was
referred to us by the chairman of the Committee on Jurisprudence and
Improvement of Law. The following sub-committee was appointed to study
the validity of such proposed amendment:
A. M. Lystad, Minneapolis
Harold J. Carroll, Minneapolis
T. J. Mangan, Morris
We are informed that since then a bill has been presented to the 1949
Legislative Session to accomplish that purpose.
PROPOSALS REQUIRING LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENT
On December 15, 1948 a joint meeting was held between the Executive
and Legislative Committees of the State Bar to consider sponsorship of bills
before the 1949 Legislative Session. As to our six recommendations adopted
at the Convention it was voted to sponsor three. It then remained for this
Committee to have proposed Bills drawn on the following three recom-
mendations:
1. That the present Safety Responsibility Law be amended to include
the drivers of publicly owned motor vehicles.
2. That the present Safety Responsibility Law be amended making it
also applicable to chauffeurs' licenses.
3. That the Legislature be requested to enact enabling legislation per-
mitting the State and all political subdivisions thereof to comply
with the Safety Responsibility requirements for the protection of
their agents, servants, employees and the public.
The foregoing bills were drawn and presented to the Senate and House
for enactment as part of the Safety Responsibility Statute. At the time of
writing this Report these bills are being processed but their fate will not
be known until the Legislature adjourns.
PROGRAM BETWEEN LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
As the year 1950 is not a legislative year your Committee is of the
opinion that educational missionary work can be done in the interim to
educate owners and drivers of motor vehicles on the provisions of M. S. A.
Chapter 170, Safety Responsibility Act. For that purpose we have made the
recommendations above set forth to have a Safety Responsibility Committee
to function in every District Bar Association.
